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the Crown. This was the case even before that protection was needed In the face of the rising working classes, and before the monarchy In Germany, by establishing a comprehensive national economic unit, satisfied the middle classes' main economic* needs. Except in gentry-dominated Prussia and Hungary, the greater part of the peasant population retained some kind of local self-government, with a reasonable degree of autonomy In Southern and Western Germany and Austria, and under the supervision of the landlords in Russia. Even In Russia enough was preserved to form a sound basis for the Kolkhozy. But nowhere could the peasant even dream of local self-government that went beyond the limits of his village. He was neither free, nor even sufficiently educated to think on such a scale. As regards the working classes, which were to provide the main opposition to the existing regimes, extreme centralist tendencies were made necessary by the centralisation of those regimes themselves. In fact it was only the Bolshevists, who, the nationalities question apart, were extreme centralists who proved successful In the long run. Those Central European democrats who cherished ideas of political devolution became an easy prey to.ultra-centralist reaction*